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who scouted Fenton's application and bluffed my inquir-
ies, are now the most alarmed men in Washington.

I am sorry to see so little reliable intelligence. It strikes
me that the whole demonstration is weak in numbers but
strong in conception that the Rebels have but a small
force. I am satisfied no attack is now to be apprehended on
the city; the Rebels have lost a remarkable opportunity.
But on our part there is neglect, ignorance, folly, imbe-
cility, in the last degree. The Rebels are making a show of
fight while they are stealing horses, cattle, etc., through
Maryland. They might easily have captured Washington.
Stanton, Halleck, and Grant are asleep or dumb.

The waste of war is terrible; the waste from imbecility
and mismanagement is more terrible and more trying than
from the ravages of the soldiers. It is impossible for the coun-
try to bear up under these monstrous errors and wrongs.

July 12, Tuesday. The Rebels captured a train of cars
on the Philadelphia and Baltimore Road, and have burnt
the bridges over Gunpowder and Bush Rivers. It is said
there were 1500 of these raiders.

Governor Bradford's house, a short distance out of Bal-
timore, was burnt by a small party. General demoraliza-
tion seems to have taken place among the troops, and there
is as little intelligence among them as at the War Office in
regard to the Rebels. General Wallace and his force were
defeated, and panic and folly have prevailed.

Admiral Goldsborough and some of our naval officers
tendered their services, if required. It seemed to me unnec-
cessary, for I do not believe the Rebels have a large con-
centrated force in this vicinity, or that they design to
make an attack on the city, but for the Navy to hold back
when all are being called out would appear bad. I there-
fore requested Fox to see General Halleck, who much
wanted aid, and Goldsborough and the men were therefore
ordered and have gone to Fort Lincoln. It would be much
better to keep them at work.